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Prospect Research:

Beyond the Basics

Featuring:
Vivien Trinh

Prospect Research and Management Specialist
Oregon Food Bank
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Uses data to help development professionals more 
strategically focus their fundraising efforts.

Finds additional revenue leads for fundraisers to build 
the best relationships with donors as possible.

Equips fundraisers with the informed confidence they 
need to make the right ask at the right time of the right 
person.  Anything less is just Googling.

What does a Prospect Researcher Do?
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Favorite Grants Research Resources

Online 
• Foundation Directory (Foundation 

Center)
• GrantStation
• Grants.gov
• Guidestar
• Grantmaker Associations 
• Funder Websites
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More Grants Research Resources

• Workshops/funder panels/conferences
• Funder events or RFP info sessions
• Oregon/Washington Foundation 

DataBook
• Chronicle of Philanthropy
• Email/E-newsletter Lists – Funders,              

Grant Professionals
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Meet a Real Prospect Researcher!

Position: Prospect Research & Management 
Specialist, Oregon Food Bank

Areas of Responsibility
• Research
• Moves Management
• Reporting and Analysis
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What I’m Looking For

Capacity
• Real Property
• Employment/Income
• Stock
• Airplane/Yacht
• Company ownership

Bio
• Employment
• Family Relationships
• Business 

Relationships
• Foundation 

Relationships
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What I’m Looking For, con.

Interests
• Hobbies
• Charitable giving
• Political Giving

Company Revenue



GPA Oregon and SW Washington Chapter Meeting February 2018

Research Resources

Contact Info/Relationships/Employment
• LexisNexis                              
• Linkedin*
• RelSci
• Spoke*
• Google* (Keywords: "Gift", "Benefactor", 

"Donation", "Patron", "Philanthropy", 
"Generosity", "Special Thanks", "Honor Roll", 
"Sponsor")

*free!!!
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More Research Resources

Wealth Estimate/Charitable and Political Giving
• ResearchPoint
• DonorSearch
• iWave Pro
• WealthEngine
• CampaignMoney.com*

Real Property
• Zillow*
• Redfin*
• LexisNexis

*free!!!
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Even More 
Research Resources

Corporate Research
• D&B Hoovers*
• State Business Registry*
• Company Website*
• Industry publications

Foundation Research
• Guidestar
• Foundation Directory

*free!!!
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Donor Profile Snapshot
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Donor 
Profile 
Report
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Doing a Lot with a Little

• Prioritize based on internal data scoring

• Time yourself

• Focus on capacity and                                   
contact information first
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Ethics and Best Practices

• Verify information 
with 2+ sources.

• Do NOT share outside                                      
the organization.

• Stick to the facts. 
• Do not record second hand accounts or 

rumors.
• Use the organizational account for social 

media.
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Questions?

Comments?


